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Summary information

Repository: Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia

Title: Cyril E. Leonoff fonds

ID: A.1998.010, A.2008.007, A.1968.001, A.1971.002, A.2007.017,
A.2007.009, A.2011.007, A.2010.055

Date: 1971-2000 (date of creation)

Date: 1971-2000 (date of creation)

Physical description: 14 m of textual records and other material

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Cyril Edel Leonoff was a founding director of the Jewish Historical Society of BC and serves on the
board as Society historian, researching such topics as the Jewish community of BC and Jewish farm
communities of western Canada, and publishing the results of this research.
Cyril Edel Leonoff was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, in 1925. He is the grandson of Edel Brotman, a
homesteader and rabbi of the Wapella, Saskatchewan farm colony, 1889-1906. Cyril has been a resident
of three West Coast cities, New Westminster, Seattle and Vancouver.
A civil engineer by profession, Leonoff is also a graduate of the Public History Program at SFU. He has
authored and edited a number of books and papers on engineering and historical topics.
In 1970-1974, Leonoff was the founding president of the Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia.
For his work, 'The Jewish Farmers of Western Canada', in 1985 he was awarded the Margaret
McWilliams Medal of the Manitoba Historical Society. In 2007, he recieved the Distinguished Service
Award of the Association for Canadian Jewish Studies. He is currently the Historian Emeritus of the
Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia.
In May 1949 Cyril married Faye (nee Matlin) (December 30, 1927 - October 29, 2011) and they had three
children: Blair (Betsy), daughters Anita (grandchildren Alysa and Cole) and Rosanne.

Scope and content

The fonds consists of some administrative and operational records for the Society, generated by Mr.
Leonoff in his capacity as a director, an extensive collection of historical research material, as well
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as drafts and correspondence relating to publication of this historical research material in various
monographs and articles.

Notes

Title notes
• Source of title proper: Title based on the contents of the fonds

Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Level of detail: Partial
• Status description: Final

Access points

• Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia (subject)
• Textual record (documentary form)
• Sound recording (documentary form)
• British Columbia (place)
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